
NYS Dental Health Certificates 
Making smiles brighter for New York’s children. 



New York State 
Dental  Health 
Certificates 

 
Why are Dental Health 
Certificates important? 

• The law will increase access to oral 
health care for New York’s children. 

• It will work towards fulfilling the goals 
of the NYS Oral Health Plan. 

• It will aid in fulfilling the objectives of 
the U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services “Healthy People 
2010” 

 
• Through collaborative 

efforts between NYSDA, 
NYSDF, component 
dental societies, as well 
as schools and other 
community organizations, 
we can effectively ensure 
access to oral health 
care for all of New York’s 
children. 
 

• The passage of the dental 
health certificates law 
(Chapter 281, NYS Education 
Law) in 2007, requires all 
schools in New York to 
distribute a dental health 
certificate to students entering 
grades K, 2, 4, 7, and 10. 

• Parity with medical health 
certificates. 

• No requirement in law that the 
student return the certificate; 
no obligation to keep student 
out of school if fails to return 
certificate.  

• Certificate must be signed by 
licensed dentist. 

• Certificate describes dental 
condition of the student and 
states whether he/she is in fit 
condition of dental health to 
permit attendance at school. 
Exam should be conducted 
within 12 months from start of 
school year. 

• No obligation to keep student 
out of school if deemed in 
“unfit” oral health condition. 

• List of dentists. 
• Copy of recommended 

certificate form can be found 
on the Office of the 
Professions’ Dental Board Web 
Site: 
http://www.op.nysed.gov/dent
news.html 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/dentnews.html
http://www.op.nysed.gov/dentnews.html


NYS DENTAL HEALTH 
CERTIFICATES 

To be 
completed by 
parent or 
guardian 

To be 
completed by 
dentist 



The purpose of  the dental certificate is to determine whether a child is in “fit condition of  dental health to 
permit his/her attendance at public schools” by providing a clinical assessment. Fit condition is defined as 
the absence of  painful conditions, obvious swelling related to clinical evidence of  open cavities, or any 
other condition that interferes with the student’s ability to chew, speak or focus on school activities. 

NEW YORK STATE DENTAL FOUNDATION 
20 CORPORATE WOODS BLVD., Suite #601 

800-255-2100  or 518-465-0044  FAX  518-465-3219  
 E-Mail: nysdf@nysdental.org 
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